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The central portion of the Louvr ' a built as a castle in 1202 and converted into a royal palace in 1546, from within
the I.M. Pei-designed glass pyre ‘ n which opened 1989. The Musée du Louvre, probably the world’s most famous
art museum, originally occupied a the palace beginning.in 1793 but eventually expanded to fill the entire structure. This is
the palace the royal family moy i lles, which was called the Chateau.
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Our morning walk from our hotel to the Louvre was through this narrow park along the right bank of the Seine called the
Reine, commissioned by Queen Marie de’ Medici, second wife of Henry IV, in 1616. He had his first marriage to Margaret of Valois
~ annulled after she produced no children by him or any of her other lovers. Theawedding to Marie in her hometown of Florence, Italy,
“drew 4,000 guests but no groom; the marriage was by proxy and .necessary only to produce an heir to the throne. The king was
assassinated the day after-her-coronation in'1610. The de Medicis were an Italian banking family that produced three popes. -
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